2 By the King. 


JA Proclamation forthe maintenance and encreaſeof 


the Mines of Saltpeter, and the true making of Gunpowder, 
and reforming abuſes concerning the ſame. 


He King our Souereigne Lord, taking into ſerious and prouident 
tonſideration, the moſt neceſſary and impoꝛtant vſe ot Gunpowder, as 
well foꝛ ſupply of his owue Royall Maup, and the ſhipping of His louing 
| Dublects , as other wile foz the ſtrength , ſafety, and defence of His people 
and Kingdomes, and how great ableſſing it is of Almighty God io 
. a "F£ || Realme , That it naturally yeeldeth ſufficient Mynes of foz 
| WA þ "0/- WY making of Gunpowder, foꝛ defence of it ſelfe , without any n tode- 
7h / AG 4 —— fp 2 — ſupply — from 
52 reigne parts; Bath, (with the aduice of His Pꝛiuie Counce 
— =o and ſet downe certaine Oꝛders and Conſtitutions , to be from 
inmolably kept and obſerued, foꝛ the better maintaining of the bzeedand 
increaſe of Saltpeter,and the true making of Gunpowder, and ftoz refozming and ſuppzeſſing all 
abuſes concerning the lame, in thele Articles following, 
LF Irſt, that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoener , within this Kingdome of England, oꝛ Dominion 
of wales, doe from hencefooꝛth pane with Stone o2 Bzicke, oz flooze With Board any Done- 
houſe,02 Douetoat, oꝛ lay the ſame with Lime, Sand, Grauell, o: other thing, whereby the groweh 
and increaſe ofthe Myne of Saltpeter may bee Hindzed 02 tmpaired, But ſhall ſuffer the flooze oz 


ground thereof to lie open, with good and mellowearth,apt to bꝛeede increaſe of the ſald Myne and 
Saltpeter, and ſo continue and keepe the lame. | 


2. That no Inne keepers, oꝛ others, that keepe Stables fo2 tranellers and paſſengers , doe ble 
any deceitfull meanes oꝛ deuices, whereby to deſtroy oz hinder the growth of Saltpeter in thoſe 
Stables; And that no Stables at all be pitched paued oꝛ grauelled, where the Hoꝛſe feet vie to ſtand, 
but plankedonely, oꝛ be paued pitched oꝛ grauelled, befoꝛe the plankes next the mangers , but that 
both plates be kept and maintained with good and mellow earth, fit and apt to bꝛeede and increaſe 
the Myne of Saltpeter. and layd with nothing which may hurt the ſame. 


3, That all and euery ſuch perſon and perlons as hauing heretofoze had any Douehouſe,Doue- 
coat oz Stable, (which were then goodnurcertes foꝛ the bꝛeed of Myne of Saltpeter ) haue lithence 
caried out the good mould from thence,and filled the place againe with Lime,grauell, ſand,rubbiſh, 
oꝛ other like ſtuffe , oꝛ paued oꝛ floozed the ſame, whereby the growth of Saltpeter Pre —— 
been decayed oꝛ deſtroyed ;ſhall,and doe within thꝛee moneths next comming, take vp paue⸗ 
ments and boards againe, and cary out the layd Grauell, Lime and offenſiue ſtuffe from th! 
fill the place againe with good and mellow ear th fit foꝛ the intreaſe of Saltpeter,thzee footedeepeat = 
the leaſt, and ſo continue and keepe the ſame foꝛ the bꝛeed of Saltpeter Myne. 6 "00 
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4. That no perſon oꝛ perſons, of what degree oz eſtate ſocuer , ſhall hinder oꝛ dente any S 
peter: man, lawfully deputed thereunto, in the digging , taking, 02 — of — — — 
which by Commiſlion may be taken and wꝛought fo: Saltpeter; No2 any Conſtable,oz other Offi 
ter doe, oꝛ ſhallfozbeare o2 neglect to furniſh any ſuch Haltpeter man, with conuentent tariages ne: 
ceſſary foꝛ his woꝛke And that alland enery Juſtice , and Juſtices ofthe Peace ofany County, Ce: 
tie, oz Cozpozation, to whom the ſayd Saltpeter-man ſhall addzeſſe himſelfe foz aſſiſtance ,doe not 
falle, at his and their perils, to take pzeſent courſe therein, That his Pateſttes Seruice ſuffer not by 


bis oꝛ their default. 


5. That no perſon oꝛ perſons, ſhall directly oꝛ indirectly, giue oꝛ offer to any Saltpeter maker, 
deputy Saltpeter-man, oꝛ others, imployed about the getting oꝛ making of Saltpeter, any gratuitp, 
benefit, hire oz reward; Noz any ſuch Woꝛkeman imploped about Saltpeter, ſhall take oz receine any 
ſuch gratuity, benefit, Hire, oꝛ reward, foꝛ the ſparing oꝛ fozbearingof any ground oꝛ place, which 
ſhould oz map bee digged 02 W2ought foꝛ Saltpeter , ozofany cariages thereunto belonging, oz fox 
concealing, oz not diſcouering of any offence oꝛ offences, committed againſt the true meaning or this 
Pꝛotlamation, oꝛ otherwile to the hinderance ofthis Serutce. 


6. That no Saltpeter-man, who ſhall hereafter vſe and take the earth oꝛ flooze of any Doue⸗ 
Houſe 02 Douecoat, foꝛ their making of Saltpeter, ſhall digge oꝛ cary the ſame earth, but in ſachcon- 
nenient time of the day, and woꝛke it in ſuch maner,as may giue leaſt diſturbance and hurt to the Pi- 
geons, and encreaſe of their bzeed; and in the chiefe times of bꝛeeding, that it be not done aboue two 
houres in any one day, and that about the midſt of the day, when the Pigeons ble to beabzoad ; And 


hall in like ſeaſonable time, cary in the ſaid earth after it ſhall be wzought, andſpzead it there, and 
make flat the flooze of the ſame Douehoule and Douecoat, aud leaue it well and oꝛderly, accozding 


to the Direction and Jnſtructions giuen by His Maieſties Commiſſion, andthe Deputation there- 
upon made vnto him. Th | 


7, That all Saltpeter-menand woꝛkers in Saltpeter, after they haue bzoken any other ſoꝛts of 
ground, and wꝛought ouer the earth taken from thence, doe, and ſhall afterwards withm connent- 
ent time,befoze the remooue of their wozke from thence, fill vp the place againe , andleaueit in ſuch 
good and — tale as they found theſame, acco2ding to their Inſtructions afoꝛeſapd; And that 
no owner oꝛ poſſeſſour of any Douehouſe, oꝛ Grounds,ſhall hinder oz diſturbe any Wozkemen from 
doing what ts pzeſcribed in this and the next pꝛetedent Article. 


83. That no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoeuer, doe at any time hereafter make, oꝛ cauſe to be made fo: 
Seruite againſt any enemie, oꝛ foz Sale, any GunpoWder of any Saltpeter, made, oꝛ to be made with- 
in the Realme of England, oꝛ Dominion of Wales, but ofſuch Saltpeter onely, as is, 02 (ſhall bee made 


by Warrant of his Maieſties Commiſſion, granted oz to be granted in that behaike. 


5, That no Saltpeter man, oꝛ maker of Saltpeter, doe at any time hereaſter tranſpoꝛt, oꝛ cauſe 
to be tranſpoꝛted into the parts beyond the Seas, oꝛ ſell, giue, vtter, oꝛ put to ſale, oꝛ tauſe to be ſold 
vttered, oꝛ put to ſale within the ſayd Realme oz Dominion, any Saltpeter , made within the ſald 
Realme of England, but onely to His Mateſties Stozehoule, to His Maieſties Powder-maker there: 
And that no perſon pꝛeſume to buy any Saltpeter,made by vertue of his Mateſttes Commiſſion, but 
bis Maieſties Powder-makeronely,to whom it ſhallnot be lawfull to reteiue foꝛ any Powder to be 


ſold by him to his Maieſties Dubiects, aboue ten pence the pound. é 


10, That no Powder whatſoeuer, either made within the Realme, oꝛ impoꝛted from foꝛreigne 
parts, bee hereafter ſold oꝛ vtttered within this Realme,oz Dommtons afoꝛeſaid, by any perſon oz 
perſons, befoze the ſame be firſt tried, pꝛooued, and allowed by the ſwoꝛne Pzoofe maſter , already 
appointed 02 to bee appointed, and by him marked, as hath beene heretofoze vſed, whereby his Ma⸗ 
teſties louing Subiects may take notice ofthe ſoꝛts of the ſatd Gunpowder, and the goodneſſe theres 


of, and the vles to which it may moſtaptly be applied. 
11, That no perſon pꝛeſume oꝛ attempt to counterfeit the marke oꝛ markes, vſed,o2 to be vſed by 


the laid Pꝛoofe · maſter, tothe purpoſe afozeſaid , Oꝛ doe wozke oz put in pꝛattiſe any fraud, deteipt, 
oꝛ ſleight . by miring oꝛ mingling any Gunpowder, oꝛ otherwiſe , whereby his Maleſties meaning, 


befoze expꝛelled, map be altered, diuerted, 02 abuſed. 
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12. That the Pzoofe-maſter, appointed and to be appointed, doe diligently attend to doe his duety 
faichfully and truely , in making pꝛoofe of the ſaid Gunpowder, and to marke none but that which 
Halbe good and ſuffictent.and anſwerable to the markes And that he take not aboue ſire pence Fee, 
foꝛ any Barrellof Powder ofonehundzed weight, which (hall by him be tried, pꝛeoued, and marked 
aSatozelayd and ſo pzopoztionably not aboue that rate, foꝛ greater oꝛ leſſer quantities. 


A ElWhich Articles, and eneryofthem, His Maieſtie doth hereby traitly charge and tommand 

all manner ofperſons,of what quality ſoeuer they be, duely to obſcrie and folfi!l, And all Offt- 
ters and perſons in Authoꝛitie, whom it may concerne, duely, carekully and dutgenelp to ſee, and 
cauſe the lame to be obſerued, fulfilled, and put in execution, as they, and cucry of them, willauopde 
Dis Mateſties heauy diſpleaſure,and the cenſure ot being holden contemners of His Maieſiies Nopal 
Tommandement, ina matter of high conſequence , foꝛ the publique ſeruice, and ſafety of the State, 
and vpon ſuch further penalties and puniſhments, as, fo: example of terrour to others, their con- 
tempts and want of duety ſhall demerit, and by his Pateſties Pꝛerogatiue Royall, oz otherwiſe 
(hall be found fit in Honour and Juſtite to be inflicted vpon them. 

And foꝛ the better and moꝛe ſpeedy perfoꝛmante of this Seruice , His Maieſties will and plea- 
lure is, That the Commiſſioners foz the Pauie, ſhall from time to time takenotice of all ſuch com- 
plaints,as (hall be bꝛought vnto them, touching any offence that ſhall be committed,contrary to this 
Pꝛotlamation, either in the negletcting, hindering, oꝛ diſturbing this his Mateſties Seruite, oꝛ in abu- 
ling the Subiect: And that the ſaid Commiſſioners (hall certifie the lame to Hts Mateſties right 
truſtie, and right welbeloued Couſin and Eounſelloz,Gcorge Duke of Buckingham, Lozd high Admi⸗ 
rall of England and to Hts right truſtie and welbeloued Councello2, George, L02d Carew, Maſter of . 
the Dzdenance, to whoſe ſpectall truſt and care, his Paicſtie hath committed the Gouernment of 
the ſayd Bulineſſe, by Commiſſion vnder the great Seale of England: And that they, oz either of 
them, ſhallfromtime to time ſend foz all offenders complained of, and cauſe them to bee examined 
by the ſayd Commiſſioners ofthe Nauie ; And vpon their repoꝛt, take ſuch further oꝛder therein, by 
referring the offenders to bee pzolecutedin the high Court of Starre Chamber, oꝛ otherwiſe, as to 
their wiledomes ſhall ſeeme meete; Commaundingand authoꝛtzing His Mateſties Attourney Ge⸗ 
nerall, fo: the time being,vpon ſuch Reference from the ſayd Duke of Buckingham, oz Lozd Carew, 03 
other infoꝛmation giuen vnto him,of any miſdemeanour tommitted, contrary to the true meaning ot 
any the Articles afoꝛeſayd, to pꝛoſecute and pꝛoteed againſt the ſayd offenders, in the ſaid high Court 
of Starre Chamber; It being His Paieſties expꝛeſle plealure, That ſeuere puniſhmentſhallbeexe- 
tuted vpon all the ſaid offenders whatloeuer. 


Giuen at the Court at White - Hall, the thirteenth day of April, inthe firſt yeere of his Maieſties Reigne 
of Great Britaine, France and Ireland. 
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